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Thompson House c, 1870's
Martinsburg, Maryland c. 1916
Private

This house began its history as a one and a half story log house
with two rooms down and two up. In c., 1916, a two story frame
hlock with two rooms down and two up was added,along with a shed
porch with bracketed posts, The logs on the original house were
coverdd with weatherboards; the entirety resembled a large frame
house of the styvle popular to the time,
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This house consists of two sections in the shane of an L. The rear
section, wthich is the original »lock, is a one and a half story log

house. The loas are coveredl with weatherhoards that have been nainted
white, 30 thev are no lonzer visible., Jnfortunately, the corner hoards
hide the notched cornars frOW view, so the tvne of notching cannot he

fe e,y . The facades consists of two »avs, a dcor and a window contain-
ing a Aouble hung sash with six over s5ix ranes. ?Ahove these onenings

are two windows with Jdouble sashaes containing four lights. These

windows have heen placed on their side so that the sashes slide horizontally.
There was no space for vertically hung sashes in the low half story.

In plan this log section contains two rocms down and two un. The front
door onenedl into the sitting romnaccorﬂlnﬁ to John Thomwvson, the

current owner. The other room was the %Xitchen and dining room. The
unstairs rooms were bhedrooms, the one ahove the kitchen »eing the
parents' room (where John was b»orn) and the other room was the chil ldren's,

The svace underneath was comnletely underpinned with ferrous sandstone.
This subtle feature indicates a more complete finish to the house than
to the earlier log houses of sharecropmers of southern *larvland and
further south, which were supnorted simply by upturned stones or log
blocks at the corners.,

According to John Thompson, who was born in 1906, his father improved
the house drasticallv when he was about eight or ten years old (1914-
1916)., To the west gable end he added a handsome two story frame block.
Like the other houses of Black landowners in ‘lartinsburg, it Had a facade
of three bhays symmetrically arranjged. It contained two rooms down and
two up., Its facade was sheltered by a shed porch supnorted by nosts
with decorative hrackers., His father also covered the logs of the
original house, which had heen exposed., e also added a shed porch to
the juncture of the log house and the rear length of the new portion.
The log house, though of shorter than the new frame section, was more

in room size. Its outside dimensions were 22'10" x 15'9", while the
frame section measured 22'6" x 12'5",

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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This log house is the only one still standing in the “artinsburg
communivt, a community where in the 19th century the log house was the
representative type for Black families, This house is also one of the
comparatively few log houses that survive in “Montgomery County, As
.. it gives us visual evidence of the houses that oral informants
today describe as Hav1ng been the tyve that their ancestors built and
occupied, This type is markedlv larger than the ones frequentlv
described in southern Maryland because it Was a two room plan rather
than a one room, It was heated by a wood stove instead of the omen
fireplace, and the interior was illuminated and ventilated hv sash
windows with glass panes, instead of wooden shutters. Features 1lik
these show how this house was in advance of the tvne built by Black
sharecropping families in southern Marvland. According to Lemuel
Graham and John Thompson both from Martinsbury, this house was similar
to the John Peters' loz house and others in Martinsburg. There was

a kitchen and sitting room downstairs, which were warmed hv stoves let
into a bhrick stove flue., Unlike the flues of most houses of this
design in southern Maryland, the flue did not emerge through the center
of the vpeak of the roof, but instead it arose along the niddle of the
rear wall inside the house,

The investigation of this house reveals the importance of local oral
informants, From outward amvearances this house looks to h»e a frame
structure, Hut local »neonle brought me here to roint to this as an
examnle of the earlier log houses, They recalled with reliability and
accuracf}that the frame block was added in c. 191%, a date that is
immortant in esta®lishing the trends of house desi~n and wawrs of 13i%a
of Plac™ fawilies in the countwr,

hecordinT +to tha current ~mer, famile tradition held that his grand-
father, Albert Thomnscen, muilh 2055 Senne I the ToeTing! Ctlas of
cntucnoery Tcunts (1879), "x. Thommason” is nawe? on the nar of
artinshure a3 cne of +E“ landoners, ”rOﬁa,lv this is Al»ert Thoanson
since the locations cf the nronertr sites coincide. Thre deed for the
house, L/T: 2021/135 shows that the John and “'yrtls Thompson inherited

the land from their father Otho. I!Ie had inherited this land frorm his
sister, Alice V., Thomnson in 1908 (L/F: 200/95), In deed L/F: T.R.D.
17/15 and 16, Rlice V. Thompson, Vinson Thompson, and ‘tary J. Thompson
hought two acres from William Schaeffer and his wife in 1877, Schaeffer

was one orf large landowners of the time in the ‘lartinsburg area.
CONTINUE ON SEP E SHEET 1IF NECESSARY

(Continued on Pane 1lA)
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mery County, County Ccurthouse, HKockville, Md.

EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ 2 .16 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EF1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Seorge . “chaniel
ORGANIZATION DATE
Sugarloaf Regional Trails 6/78
STREET & NUMBER ) TELEPHONE
Box 87 226-4510
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Diclerson “tarvland 20753

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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8. Statement of Significance (Continued) - Pagz 1A

Albert Thompson was not listed among the grantees or grantors,
According to his grandson  John Thomnson) Alice, Vinson, and

‘lary Thompson were the children of Albert Thompson, so it is
rossihble that Alhert purchased the property in the name of

his children. This may have bheen a device to protect the land
against claims against himself and to insmre that the land nassed
on to his children,

As part of this survey, the family photogranhs of Albert Thomnson
and his son,0tho, were covied. Shown holding the pictures and
also anpearing in the photogranhs of the o0ld house is John
Thompson, who built the ranch style brick house on the pronerty,
Thus the builders of the three generations of Thomnson houses ==
the log, frame, and hbrick ones =- have heen photographed,
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